MEN OF POWER
master required him to learn by heart verses in both
Latin and Greek. A little later he divided his time
between this Latin School and a private one where he
learned English grammar and composition. Here he
wrote verses and on exhibition days sometimes recited
them at the request of the schoolmaster. He developed
a musical speaking voice. In none of his classes did he
excel, but he was always somewhere near the top.
In a letter to his Aunt Mary when he was ten years
old he recounted his activities during a typical day. He
arose about five minutes before six, helped William
make the fire, set the table for prayers, then called Ms
mother. Next came the daily spelling contest among
the children. He confessed he often felt an angry
passion start in a corner of his heart when one of his
brothers went above him by unfair means. Breakfast
followed the spelling bee. Then he had from seven-
fifteen to eight to play or read. He inclined to play.
At eight he went to Latin School and at eleven to the
private school for English and "ciphering." At one he
went home to lunch and at two back again to the Latin
School. Returning in mid-afternoon, he ran errands
for his mother, brought in wood, and played around the
place until supper time. After supper the family sang
hymns, recited chapters from the Bible, and took turns
reading from RolHn's history or some other book
recommended by Ms mother or Aunt Mary. At eight
he retired to Ms private devotions and then to bed.
"There ends/5 he wrote, "the toils of the
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